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Bypass to Otherness 
Six Pieces for Glissando Flute™ 
 
Bypass to Otherness is a collection of six short pieces for 
Glissando Flute™ (flute with Glissando Headjoint™), composed in 
the summer of 2022.  These pieces may be performed individually 
or grouped into suites ranging from any two to all six.   
 
If you’re going to play all six together, my preferred order is: 
 
Slow, Soulful D minor Pentatonic Melody 
Watching Clouds Watching 
What? 
Lights in the Sky 
STRUT! 
You’re Not a Ghost.  Am I? 
 
That said, feel free to play these pieces in any grouping or order 
that speaks to you. 
 
These pieces traverse a broad stylistic landscape while exploring 
the amazing musical possibilities opened by the Glissando 
Flute™.  For the most part, the music is not very difficult 
technically and I’ve striven to communicate clearly and directly 
throughout, whether writing modally, tonally, or free. 
 
There’s acting to do, too, especially in What?  Go for it!   The 
bigger, the better! 
 
May you and your audiences be transported through the  
 

Bypass to Otherness. 
Robert Dick 

 



A Quick Primer on the Glissando Headjoint™

When the Glissando Headjoint is all the way in, towards the body of the flute – ”home
base” – the flute is in tune as a normal flute and every fingering produces its expected
pitches.

Typically, a downwards glissando begins with the headjoint in “home base” and the
flutist playing the note that starts the glissando. The flutist then extends the Glissando
Headjoint until the desired end pitch is reached.

An upwards glissando begins with the fingering of the note that the glissando will reach
and with the Glissando Headjoint extended as far as necessary to play the beginning
note of the glissando.

Notes (single or multiphonic) that don’t have sliding instructions are always played
normally with the headjoint in “home position.”

Intonation Symbols:
= Quarter sharp

= Quarter flat

= Slightly sharp

= Slight flat

or = glissando

Notation for upwards glissando arriving at a regular fingering:

Fingered pitch with Glissando Headjoint™ extended to notated pitch
Finger C  with Glissando Headjoint™ extended to A

Play A  and slide headjoint inwards to “home base”

The Glissando Headjoint is then moved to “home” position (all the way in towards the
body of the flute). The glissando is complete when it reaches the arrival note.

downwards                           upwards



Notation for an upwards glissando using a special fingering:

“Out:” Glissando
Headjoint™ extended to

Produce notated pitch

“In”: Glissando Headjoint™
in home position

Fingering:

Notation for an downwards glissando using a special fingering:

“In”: Glissando Headjoint™
in home position

“Out:” Glissando
Headjoint™ extended to
Produce notated pitch

Fingering:
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Slow, Soulful
D minor Pentatonic Melody Robert Dick

© Robert Dick (Multiple Breath Music, BMI) 2022
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Watching Clouds Watching
Robert Dick
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What?
Robert Dick
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(surprised)                  (incredulous)
                                                                  2"                                                                        3"
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what?                         what?                            where?

_     _                                                               ___     ___| | | |

| |

| air sound only
(no focussed tone)

(amazed)                                                    (bewildered)                        (puzzled)    whispered 
                                              2"                                                5"
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    when?                                             how?                                            why?
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really?                                                              it's not               so               easy
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pizz
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fast
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                  (quietly)                        (just a bit louder)                    (scream!)                         (resignedly, softly!)
   3"                                2"                                3"                                5-7"                                3"
                What?                          What?                         What?                              Why?
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how?                                                                                                                         why?

___     ___                                                                                             | |

1: slow - pp
2: medium - p
3: fast - f
4: faster - ff
5: fastest - fff

(whisper)                    (whisper)                               (softly)                            (louder)             (loud)
                   i                                o        i                        i   
what?                     where?                          when?                        how?            why?

(very loud)                     take a breath                                                                                     (resignedly)
                                      1-2"                                                             
                  i                                      i                 i
what?                                                                                                              I just don't get it.

___        ___        ____        ____
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Lights in the Sky
Robert Dick
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    1"                             2"                               7"                                                                      2"
i        o                  i     ½         o                 ¼      i                                         o                i

circular breathe if able,
or breathe as necessary

i     o      o   i                                                   i    o                          o                                                i
fast!

|___     ___               ___      ___  __________      ______________| ___     ____| |

o
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         5"                          5"                   high, wild pitches
o                 i                                          i                  o                i                     o                       i
                                                                                                                         flutter
                                                                                                                                                 tone                      air

____     _____ _______      ______| || |

| | | |

|

 ___________           ___________4"-5"| |
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pattern fade 

out

fade out
lower oct
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continue pattern
until completely faded out

gradually
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4"                                                      5"                                             5"______________     _________________ _________     ____________ _________      _________| || || |

end
pattern

10-12"______________________________            ___________________________________||
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for Melissa Keeling
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You're Not a Ghost. Am I?
Robert Dick

© Robert Dick (Multiple Breath Music, BMI) 2022
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